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The Magamat of Badi® al-Zaman al-Hamadhani:

Text, Manuscript and History
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This article represents the preliminary findings of a study of the textual history of the Magamat of Badi® al-
Zaman al-Hamadhani. The article discusses different extant manuscript collections of the Magamat, examines
the ways that the different manuscript recensions of the Magamat reflect features of the work’s literary history,
and presents new material absent in the most commonly available version of the Magamat, that published by
noted Egyptian scholar Muhammad Abdu during the nineteenth century. The conclusion of the article argues that
prior to the edition of ‘Abduh, the Magamat of al-Hamadhani was an open corpus that grew as a result of the
influence of the larger collection of Abi Muhammad al-Har1r1
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Jaakko Hameen-Anttila, Magama: A History of a Genre, Diskurse der Arabistik; 5 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2002).

3 Donald Sidney Richards, "The Magamat of al-Hamadhani: General Remarks and a Consideration of the Manuscripts," Journal of Arabic Literature, vol. 22
(1991), pp. 89-99.

4 Ibrahim Geries, "Badi’ al-Zaman al-Hamadhani’s Magama of Bishr b. 'Awana (al-Bishriyya)," Middle Eastern Literatures, vol. 14 (2011), pp. 121-153 especially
pp. 125-126.
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